ApexLayer

Whitepaper v1.0

An Ethereum-based perpetual trading protocol designed for self-custody,
lower-fee execution, faster processing, and community-governed market
infrastructure.

Network Ethereum

Token APEX

Minimum Presale Contribution 1ETH

Presale Deadline Sunday, 12 July 2026 at 18:00 CET

Presale Address 0xF290316823b82E63374E8b8ESF8A223DD3958e11

Important: This document describes the current vision and planned protocol design. Features should be treated as
roadmap items unless officially announced as live.
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1. Executive Summary

ApexLayer is a planned Ethereum-based perpetual trading protocol focused on self-custody,
efficient execution, transparent risk controls, and a premium trading experience.

The protocol is positioned for traders who want the performance expectations of modern
derivatives venues while maintaining wallet-based ownership and Ethereum settlement.

This whitepaper defines the project vision, presale mechanics, token utility, security priorities, and
roadmap. It does not promise guaranteed returns, guaranteed listings, or guaranteed technical
performance.

Status note: items described in this section are part of the ApexLayer vision and roadmap unless clearly marked as live.
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2. Market Context

Perpetual futures are a major part of crypto market structure because they allow traders to express
directional views, hedge exposure, and access leverage without expiry dates.

Centralized venues often provide responsive interfaces but introduce custody risk and opaque
internal systems. Decentralized venues improve ownership but may struggle with cost, speed, and
liquidity fragmentation.

The opportunity for ApexLayer is to combine professional trading design with decentralized access

and a clear ecosystem incentive model.

Status note: items described in this section are part of the ApexLayer vision and roadmap unless clearly marked as live.
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3. The Problem

Users still face high costs, latency, fragmented liquidity, and complicated onboarding when trading
decentralized derivatives.

Active traders are especially sensitive to fees and execution reliability. Small delays during volatile
periods can materially affect fills, slippage, and liquidation risk.

ApexLayer is designed to address these points through an execution-focused architecture, a
liquidity plan, and a simple user onboarding flow.

Status note: items described in this section are part of the ApexLayer vision and roadmap unless clearly marked as live.
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4. The ApexLayer Thesis

The core thesis is that decentralized derivatives will continue to grow if the user experience
approaches centralized exchange quality while preserving wallet control.

ApexLayer focuses on three pillars: self-custody, execution quality, and aligned incentives. Each
pillar supports trust and long-term user retention.

The protocol should grow progressively: presale, development, testnet, security review, beta,
mainnet, and governance expansion.

Status note: items described in this section are part of the ApexLayer vision and roadmap unless clearly marked as live.
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5. Protocol Overview

ApexLayer is designed as a modular trading protocol. The user interacts with a premium interface,
while backend and smart contract components support order flow, risk checks, accounting, and
settlement.

Planned markets include major crypto perpetuals first, with additional markets subject to liquidity,
oracle support, governance review, and risk approval.

The protocol will treat risk management and security as core product features rather than
back-office concerns.

Status note: items described in this section are part of the ApexLayer vision and roadmap unless clearly marked as live.
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6. Planned Architecture

ApexLayer Planned Architecture

Trader Interface  Execution Layer Risk Engine _ Liquidity Layer ~ Ethereum Settlement

The planned system consists of five layers: trader interface, execution layer, risk engine, liquidity
layer, and Ethereum settlement.

Each layer has a separate responsibility. This separation allows development, testing, monitoring,
and upgrades to be handled in a more controlled way.

Architecture may evolve during implementation, especially after audits, testnet feedback, and
liquidity partner review.

Status note: items described in this section are part of the ApexLayer vision and roadmap unless clearly marked as live.
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/. Trading Engine Design

The trading engine is designed to support responsive order placement and professional position
management. Planned order types include market, limit, stop loss, take profit, and reduce-only
orders.

The design goal is predictable behavior during volatility. Reliable order state, clear confirmations,
and transparent fills are more important than unnecessary complexity.

Future upgrades may include API trading, advanced order types, and market maker connectivity.

Status note: items described in this section are part of the ApexLayer vision and roadmap unless clearly marked as live.
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8. Order Lifecycle

A typical order flow begins when a user connects a wallet and submits an order through the trading
interface. The system checks account state, collateral, position exposure, and market risk.

If risk checks pass, the order is routed to the execution layer. Once matched, account balances
and open positions are updated according to protocol rules.

Users should be able to track pending, filled, cancelled, and rejected order states clearly.

Status note: items described in this section are part of the ApexLayer vision and roadmap unless clearly marked as live.
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9. Risk Engine

The risk engine monitors leverage, collateral, maintenance margin, open interest, and market
exposure. Its purpose is to protect individual accounts and the overall protocol.

Risk parameters should be conservative during early launch and expanded only after data and
stress testing support changes.

Governance may eventually vote on certain parameters, but sensitive changes should use
timelocks and safety procedures.

Status note: items described in this section are part of the ApexLayer vision and roadmap unless clearly marked as live.

ApexLayer Whitepaper v1.0 12/35



10. Margin System

ApexLayer plans to support both cross margin and isolated margin. Cross margin can improve
capital efficiency by sharing collateral across positions.

Isolated margin helps users limit downside to a specific position. This is useful for traders who
prefer tighter risk segmentation.

Margin rules should be presented clearly in the interface so users understand how collateral and
liquidation thresholds are calculated.

Status note: items described in this section are part of the ApexLayer vision and roadmap unless clearly marked as live.
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11. Liquidation Framework

A liquidation framework is necessary to keep perpetual markets solvent. It should define
maintenance margin, liquidation prices, execution priority, and insurance protections.

The protocol should test liquidation behavior under extreme market conditions before public

launch.

Clear liguidation warnings and position monitoring tools are important for user protection.

Status note: items described in this section are part of the ApexLayer vision and roadmap unless clearly marked as live.
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12. Liquidity Model

Liquidity is essential for tight spreads and reliable execution. ApexLayer plans to use market
maker programs, trading incentives, and liquidity rewards.

Incentives should reward useful liquidity, not just temporary volume. Metrics may include depth,
spread quality, uptime, and market coverage.

A strong liquidity strategy can improve user trust and reduce execution costs over time.

Status note: items described in this section are part of the ApexLayer vision and roadmap unless clearly marked as live.
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13. Market Maker Program

Professional market makers can provide depth and stability during early growth. ApexLayer may
create incentive programs for approved participants.

Market maker rewards should be transparent and measurable. Poor-quality or manipulative
behavior should not be rewarded.

Over time, the protocol may add community liquidity vaults or governance-directed liquidity
campaigns.

Status note: items described in this section are part of the ApexLayer vision and roadmap unless clearly marked as live.
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14. Oracle and Pricing Layer

Perpetual markets depend on reliable pricing. ApexLayer plans to use oracle systems for index
price, mark price, funding rates, and liquidation logic.

Oracle design should prioritize manipulation resistance, uptime, transparent fallback behavior, and
multi-source validation where appropriate.

Final oracle providers should be announced before production deployment and reviewed during
security audits.

Status note: items described in this section are part of the ApexLayer vision and roadmap unless clearly marked as live.
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15. Ethereum Settlement

Ethereum provides a widely adopted base for settlement, wallet compatibility, and user trust.
ApexLayer positions Ethereum as the settlement layer for critical protocol functions.

The protocol may later explore layer-2 or modular scaling options, but every expansion introduces
new assumptions and risks.

Any bridge or cross-chain component should be reviewed separately before user funds depend on
it.

Status note: items described in this section are part of the ApexLayer vision and roadmap unless clearly marked as live.
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16. Smart Contract Modules

Planned smart contract modules may include token contracts, staking, treasury, vesting,
governance, reward distribution, and settlement components.

Each module should have clear permissions, event logs, emergency procedures, and audit
coverage.

Contracts should be deployed with transparent addresses and verified source code whenever
possible.

Status note: items described in this section are part of the ApexLayer vision and roadmap unless clearly marked as live.
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17. Security Model

Security is a core requirement. ApexLayer should perform internal testing, third-party audits,
simulation, monitoring, and eventually bug bounty programs.

Important surfaces include contract permissions, oracle integrity, liquidation logic, treasury
operations, vesting, and reward distribution.

No protocol should encourage large deposits before security controls are properly reviewed.

Status note: items described in this section are part of the ApexLayer vision and roadmap unless clearly marked as live.
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18. Governance Framework

Governance is intended to give APEX holders a voice in market listings, incentives, treasury

programs, and future protocol direction.

Governance should begin with limited scope and expand as the ecosystem matures. Critical
security functions should remain protected by strong safeguards.

A mature governance process should include proposal standards, quorum requirements,
timelocks, and transparent execution records.

Status note: items described in this section are part of the ApexLayer vision and roadmap unless clearly marked as live.

ApexLayer Whitepaper v1.0 21/35



19. APEX Token Utility

APEX is designed for governance, staking, fee benefits, liquidity incentives, ecosystem rewards,
and user alignment.

Token utility should grow with the protocol. Presale-stage utility is primarily future-oriented and
depends on successful implementation.

The strongest utility is created when the token supports actual protocol activity rather than relying
only on speculation.

Status note: items described in this section are part of the ApexLayer vision and roadmap unless clearly marked as live.
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20. Tokenomics
Allocation

Community & Ecosystem 35% Growth, users, grants

Liquidity Incentives 20% Depth and market quality
Treasury 18% Operations and security

Team 15% Development alignment
Strategic Partners 7% Integrations and launch support
Advisors 5% Specialist guidance

The proposed total supply is 1,000,000,000 APEX. The illustrative allocation is 35% Community &
Ecosystem, 20% Liquidity Incentives, 18% Treasury, 15% Team, 7% Strategic Partners, and 5%
Advisors.

This structure prioritizes ecosystem growth while retaining resources for development, liquidity,
security, and operations.

Final tokenomics should include wallet addresses, lockups, release schedules, and governance
oversight.

Status note: items described in this section are part of the ApexLayer vision and roadmap unless clearly marked as live.
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21. Vesting and Treasury

Team, advisor, and partner tokens should be vested to align incentives with long-term
development. A sample structure could include a 12-month cliff and 24 to 36 months of linear
vesting.

Treasury funds should be managed with transparent controls, preferably using multi-signature
wallets and public reporting.

Ecosystem and liquidity allocations should be released according to measurable programs rather
than arbitrary distribution.

Status note: items described in this section are part of the ApexLayer vision and roadmap unless clearly marked as live.
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22. Presale Participation

The presale address is 0xF290316823b82E63374E8b8E5F8A223DD3958e11. The minimum
contribution is 1 ETH. The presale deadline is Sunday, 12 July 2026 at 18:00 CET.

Participants should only send ETH from decentralized wallets they control. Sending from a
centralized exchange can create airdrop delivery problems.

Transactions below 1 ETH may not qualify for token allocation. Users should verify the address
across official channels before sending funds.

Status note: items described in this section are part of the ApexLayer vision and roadmap unless clearly marked as live.
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23. User Onboarding

The presale flow is intentionally simple: download MetaMask or another decentralized wallet, buy
ETH, copy the official address, and send at least 1 ETH.

New users should be reminded to keep gas fees available, verify the address, avoid centralized
exchange withdrawals directly to the presale, and never share seed phrases.

Clear onboarding reduces support burden and helps prevent avoidable user mistakes.

Status note: items described in this section are part of the ApexLayer vision and roadmap unless clearly marked as live.
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24. Product Roadmap

Phase 1 includes brand release, whitepaper, community launch, and presale. Phase 2 includes
smart contract development, trading engine prototype, oracle research, and audit preparation.

Phase 3 includes testnet, market maker onboarding, risk engine testing, liquidity incentives, and
community feedback. Phase 4 includes mainnet, additional markets, staking, governance, and
analytics.

Roadmap dates should remain flexible until engineering and security milestones are confirmed.

Status note: items described in this section are part of the ApexLayer vision and roadmap unless clearly marked as live.
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25. Competitive Positioning

ApexLayer is not a copy of any existing exchange. It is an original brand inspired by the broader
market demand for faster, cheaper, self-custodial derivatives trading.

The project aims to compete through user experience, liquidity strategy, clear incentives, and
transparent security practices.

Long-term competitive strength will depend on execution quality, reliability, and trust.

Status note: items described in this section are part of the ApexLayer vision and roadmap unless clearly marked as live.
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26. Ecosystem Strategy

The ecosystem strategy includes traders, liquidity providers, market makers, developers,
educators, and governance participants.

Community growth should focus on education, transparent updates, market integrity, and product
progress rather than hype alone.

Partnerships should add real value: liquidity, infrastructure, security, integrations, analytics, or
distribution.

Status note: items described in this section are part of the ApexLayer vision and roadmap unless clearly marked as live.
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27. Compliance and Disclosures

ApexLayer should present clear disclaimers, avoid guaranteed return language, and distinguish
planned features from live features.

Depending on jurisdiction, token sales can trigger legal, tax, and regulatory obligations.
Professional advice should be obtained before public fundraising.

Transparent disclosures build credibility and reduce long-term risk.

Status note: items described in this section are part of the ApexLayer vision and roadmap unless clearly marked as live.
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28. Risk Factors

Digital assets are volatile and high risk. Users may lose some or all of their funds. Presale
participation does not guarantee profit, listing, liquidity, or product completion.

Smart contract bugs, oracle failures, market manipulation, regulatory changes, operational failures,
and liquidity shortages may negatively affect the protocol.

Users should conduct independent research and should not contribute funds they cannot afford to
lose.

Status note: items described in this section are part of the ApexLayer vision and roadmap unless clearly marked as live.
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29. Appendix A - Glossary

Perpetual contract: a derivative contract with no fixed expiry. Mark price: a reference price used for
risk and liquidation. Funding rate: a periodic payment designed to anchor perpetuals to spot prices.

Cross margin: collateral shared across positions. Isolated margin: collateral dedicated to one
position. Oracle: a system that brings external price data into the protocol.

Governance: a process where token holders may vote on proposals that affect the ecosystem.

Status note: items described in this section are part of the ApexLayer vision and roadmap unless clearly marked as live.
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30. Appendix B - Sample User Flow

Step 1: User installs MetaMask or another Ethereum wallet. Step 2: User buys ETH and keeps
extra ETH for gas. Step 3: User copies the official presale address. Step 4: User sends at least 1
ETH from a wallet they control.

Atfter the presale, ApexLayer intends to distribute token allocations by airdrop to qualifying wallets.
Final distribution timing should be announced through official channels.

Users should keep transaction hashes and verify all announcements through trusted channels.

Status note: items described in this section are part of the ApexLayer vision and roadmap unless clearly marked as live.
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31. Appendix C - Launch Checklist

Verify the presale address. Confirm the deadline. Confirm the minimum contribution. Publish
official social links. Publish the whitepaper. Test the website on mobile and desktop.

Prepare support responses for new users. Warn users about fake addresses and impersonators.
Do not publish unverified contract links.

After launch, publish regular updates on funds raised, development milestones, and security
progress where appropriate.

Status note: items described in this section are part of the ApexLayer vision and roadmap unless clearly marked as live.
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32. Legal Disclaimer

This whitepaper is for informational purposes only. It does not constitute financial advice, legal
advice, tax advice, investment advice, or an offer to sell securities.

No statement guarantees profit, price appreciation, exchange listing, liquidity, or completion of any
product feature. Features and timelines are subject to change.

Blockchain transactions are irreversible. Participants are responsible for verifying addresses,
understanding risks, and complying with applicable laws.

Status note: items described in this section are part of the ApexLayer vision and roadmap unless clearly marked as live.
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